REGULAR MEE DAD B N

DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

*Public Comments registration via ZOOM. us

Present :

Other

Attendees:

SUBJECT
Call to Order/Pledge

Roll Call/Proof of Quorum

Proof of Notice

Trinidad Times
Presentation

Public Comments

Meeting Minutes
Review

DATE: January 26, 2022

Kathy Bueno
Nick Mattorano
Floyd Duran, Jr.
Valerie Borsa
Clay Hart

Executive Director/Chief Dan Moynihan, Deputy Chief Gabe
Moreno, Captain DeTray, Legal Counsel Les Downs, Executive
Assistant Barbara Fisk

DISCUSSION
Meeting was called to order at 4:30pm by Kathy Bueno.

There was a quorum with five (5) board members in attendance.

Notice was posted on Trinidad Ambulance District’s website
(tadems.com) and business office at 939 Robinson Avenue. The
notice included invitation information for attendance via ZOOM and
asked the public to register on Zoom if they were interested in
participating in the Public Comments section of the agenda.

Tom Murphy of the Trinidad Times and YouTube Channel 71
presented a bit of history to the board by way of old newspaper
articles from 2005 and 2006. He expounded on the virtue of public
participation in local government, government transparency and his
role in helping to provide such transparency. He plans to prepare a
proposal for the board wherein he will film and maintain recorded
files of all Trinidad Ambulance District public meetings.

None

There were no comments or amendments to the October 27, 2021
Minutes and Budget Hearing nor for the December 6, 2021 email vote
to pay the S/LL/A/M architect as presented.

Motion to approve All October 27, 2021 minutes as presented was
made by Nick Mattorano
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Financial Report

Second: Floyd Duran

Yea: Kathy Bueno, Nick Mattorano, Floyd Duran, Valerie Borsa,
Clay Hart

Nay: None

Abstain: None

Pass: The motion passed to approve the October 27, 2021 minutes
and Budget Hearing minutes as presented.

Motion to approve the December 6, 2021 minutes as presented was
made by Nick Mattorano

Second: Clay Hart

Yea: Kathy Bueno, Nick Mattorano, Floyd Duran, Valerie Borsa,
Clay Hart

Nay: None

Abstain: None

Pass: The motion passed to approve the December 6, 2021 minutes
as presented.

Bernadette Cappellucci of Century Financial Group prepared the
October through December 2021 financial report with the
following statements: “Revenues collected through December 31,
2021 are $2,883,099 (approximately 119% of 2021 total budget).
Total operating expenses year-to-date are $2,024,064.92 (83% of
budget). The financials appear in line with the normal month to
month income and expenditures. I see nothing out of the ordinary to
report or anything concerning in any of the financial reporting for the
month ending October, November, and December 2021.”

Dan Moynihan provided a Power Point presentation highlighting
the following information:
e Total Cash on Hand = October $3,389,496
November $2,766,742
*Purchased 13840 Hwy 350
December $2,572,647
e Accounts Receivable is problematic again.
o 30days < $381,410.48
31-60 days  $356,116.50
61-90 days  $170,796.16
91-180 days $272,645.79
181 days >  $339,042.16
e End of Year Status
o Projected vs Actual Income 15% over
o Projected vs Actual Payroll 27% under
o Projected vs Actual Total Expenses 4% over

o 0 O O
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USDA Procurement,
Bidding and Contract
Award Resolutions

2022 Election
Resolution

o Projected vs Actual Property Tax Income $77,699
not yet collected
o NetIncome $555,350
e The District is preparing for increased expenses due to
increased fuel (up 14%), medical supply, maintenance,
etc. price increases.
e 2021 Property Taxes $985,292 (received $877k) vs
2022 Property Taxes $954,927

In order to maintain current services levels, Dan asked the board
to prepare for eventually increasing the tax levy.

Motion to approve the October, November and December 2021
financial report as presented was made by Nick Mattorano.
Second: Floyd Duran

Yea: Kathy Bueno, Nick Mattorano, Floyd Duran, Valerie Borsa,
Clay Hart

Nay: None

Abstain: None

Pass: The October, November, December 2021 Financial Statement
was approved as presented.

The board reviewed the resolution presented to Trinidad Ambulance
District by the USDA Rural Development organization as part of the
grant request process. There were no changes/amendments requested
by the board.

Motion to adopt the Resolution of Governing Body Adopting and
Providing for Standards For Procurement, Bidding And Contract
Awards was made by Clay Hart.

Second: Floyd Duran

Yea: Kathy Bueno, Nick Mattorano, Floyd Duran, Valerie Borsa,
Clay Hart

Nay: None

Abstain: None

Pass: The Resolution of Governing Body Adopting and Providing
for Standards For Procurement, Bidding And Contract Awards
was adopted as presented.

The Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Trinidad Ambulance
District Concerning Regular Election to Be Held May 3, 2022 was
reviewed. There were no changes/amendments requested by the
board.
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2022 Directors’
Exclusion from
Workers Comp

Motion to adopt the Resolution of the Board of Directors of the
Trinidad Ambulance District Concerning Regular Election To Be
Held May 3, 2022 was made by Clay Hart.

Second: Nick Mattorano

Yea: Kathy Bueno, Nick Mattorano, Floyd Duran, Valerie Borsa,
Clay Hart

Nay: None

Abstain: None

Pass: The Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Trinidad
Ambulance District Concerning Regular Election to Be Held May 3,
2022 passed.

The Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Trinidad Ambulance
District Concerning Regular Election to Be Held May 3, 2022 to Be
Conducted as a Polling Place Election was reviewed. There were no
changes/amendments requested by the board.

Motion to adopt the Resolution of the Board of Directors of the
Trinidad Ambulance District Concerning Regular Election to Be
Held May 3, 2022 to Be Conducted as a Polling Place Election was
made by Floyd Duran.

Second: Clay Hart

Yea: Kathy Bueno, Nick Mattorano, Floyd Duran, Valerie Borsa,
Clay Hart

Nay: None

Abstain: None

Pass: The Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Trinidad
Ambulance District Concerning Regular Election to Be Held May 3,
2022 to Be Conducted as a Polling Place Election passed.

The Combined, Annual Resolution of the Boards of Directors of
Trinidad Ambulance District Providing for Directors’ Exclusion
from Workers” Compensation Coverage -2022 was reviewed. There
were no changes/amendments requested by the board.

Motion to adopt the Combined, Annual Resolution of the Boards of
Directors of Trinidad Ambulance District Providing for Directors’
Exclusion from Workers” Compensation Coverage -2022 was made
by Nick Mattorano.

Second: Clay Hart

Yea: Kathy Bueno, Nick Mattorano, Floyd Duran, Valerie Borsa,
Clay Hart

Nay: None

Abstain: None
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Director’s Report

Pass: The Combined, Annual Resolution of the Boards of Directors
of Trinidad Ambulance District Providing for Directors’ Exclusion
from Workers’ Compensation Coverage -2022 passed.

Dan Moynihan provided a Power Point presentation covering the
following items of interest:

COVID Impacts TAD. TAD has felt the impact of COVID. A
paramedic lost a parent, a medic was out for weeks and another
employee’s spouse was in the ICU. Four out of five office personnel
contracted COVID since the last board meeting in October.

13840 Hwy 350 Update. As of November 8, 2021, TAD owns the
property located at 13840 Hwy 350. We are in the Underwriting
Phase of the USDA Grant process. Requests of previously submitted
documents have been required along with the resolution adopted
previously during this meeting. Weekly teleconferences have proven
helpful in moving the process forward.

Medical Direction. Due to medical reasons, Dr. Kevin Weber has
resigned as Regional Medical Director. Dr. Numson of Cafion City
has temporarily assumed the role thus creating a seamless medical
process for TAD acquiring medical supplies. TAD can seek its own
Medical Director, outside RETAC.

Added Advanced Life Support (ALS) Provider. TAD has hired
Ben Gladden as a full-time ALS Provider. He has been working for
the district as a part-time provider since July 2020. Only one crew
out of six is BLS.

Workers Compensation Insurance. We compared “77107,
specifically insures first responders, to Pinnacol. Although rates
were lower with “7710” Pinnacol offers discounts and annual refunds
causing there premiums to be lower. Remaining with Pinnacol.

American Ambulance Association (AAA).

EMR Vendor. While at the annual conference for AAA, Captain
DeTray and Chief Moynihan researched different insurance and
billing companies and EMR vendors. TAD currently uses ESO as its
EMR vendor but it has become very cumbersome. A demonstration
will be scheduled with Image Trend, an EMR vendor who also offers
billing services which tie into the run reporting modules.

Billing Company. TAD originally contracted with Enhanced
Medical Services (EMS) for billing. EMS was bought by Quick Med
Claims (QMC) with whom TAD continues to contract paying 6.5%
of all funds collected. It seems QMC is less pro-active in working
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claims. For the second time in a year, TAD has had to contact QMC
and urge them to work past due claims. Several companies were
researched at AAA. The biggest concern with changing billing
companies is switching over outstanding accounts. To date, there
have been no firm quotes from any of the companies researched.
General and Property Liability Insurance. Several insurance
companies were reviewed at AAA. Even though current rates are
reasonable, it’s prudent to review to ensure the best possible
coverage/rates are acquired.

Medical Supply Costs and Shortages. Several vendors have
contacted TAD to relay immediate cost increase information as well
as preparation for supply shortages. In the past, the State has allowed
for substitute medications but no word at this point.

National Conference on Trauma and Wellness. Dan attended the
conference which focused on first responder mental health. He has
begun the process of creating a local crisis response team and
ongoing mental health services for local first responders by meeting
with personnel from Trinidad Ambulance District, Trinidad Police
and Fire Departments and Las Animas County Sheriff’s Department.
Danielle Kolakowski was commended for her constant role and
availability to all local first responders in this area of expertise.

Deputy Chief Moreno informed the board of a Narcan shortage in
November. The District borrowed and returned supplies from/to the
Las Animas and Huefano County Public Health Department. He also
submitted the following run information for October through
December 2021:

Oct  Nov Dec

Requests for Service 188 230 189

Non-Transports 43 56 49

Transports 145 174 141
[FT 25 33 34
Flight 1 0 I
On Call 3 11 3
EMS2 4

He also submitted the Annual Mileage Report for Inter-Facility
Transports:

TAD Transported to Miles
Centura-Penrose Main 3,960
Centura-St. Francis 568
Centura-St. Mary Corwin 840
Children’s Hospital-Colo Spgs 4,260
Children’s Hospital-Aurora 396
Frsenius Kidney Care-Pueblo 90
Patient’s Home
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Miscellaneous

Kindred Hospital 394
Legacy 8
Miner’s Colfax Med Ctr-Raton 616
Mt. San Rafael Hosp-Trinidad 504
Parkview Med Ctr-Pueblo 26,970
Perry Stokes Airport 207
Spanish Peaks Reg. Hosp-Walsenburg 82
St. Luke’s Hospital 394
Trinidad Nursing Home 2
UCH Grandview Hosp 1,350
UCH Highlands Ranch 760
UCH Memorial North 32,508
University of Colorado-Aurora 7,668
Total Number of IFTs 2021 = 420

Total Number of Miles for IFTs 2021 83,961

Captain DeTray reported all ambulances are up and running.
Vehicle #1901 was purchased solely for Inter-Facility Transfers and
has accumulated approximately 169,000 miles since 2019. That
averages to 5,300 miles per month. It is not used for [FTs during
inclement weather as it is only a two-wheel drive. With anticipated
grant funds, this vehicle will be re-chassis in 2022. Vehicle #2001
has approximately 80,000 miles and is subject to recall for
transmission issues which is being taken care of by Phil Long.
Vehicle #1501 is being used as a COVID transport vehicle because it
has cab/box separation which the other ambulances do not have. Due
to increased call volume caused by storms in December 2021, there
were several occasions when four units were out responding to 9-1-1
calls at one time.

Clay Hart raised a point concerning the amount of money spent on
meals for crews (approximately $6,000 annually) and whether that
money would be better spent on per diem for those crews conducting
Inter-Facility Transfers. Chief Moynihan explained that the time
spent during those meals offers opportunity for discussion regarding
policies, procedures and a myriad of operational topics. He also
agreed per diem, on top of current meal expenditures, would be a
wonderful added benefit for the crews. The topic will be researched
for presentation at the February 2022 board meeting.

Kathy Bueno thanked everyone who participated in the Welcome
Home Parade for her grandson.
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Executive Session Motion to adjourn for the purpose of an Executive Session per
Colorado Revised Statute §24-6-402(4)(b), conference with attorney
for the purpose of receiving legal advice regarding the Complaint and
Motion for Preliminary Injunction filed by Mt. San Rafael Hospital
against Trinidad Ambulance District was made by Floyd Duran, Jr.
Second: Nick Mattorano
Yea: Kathy Bueno, Nick Mattorano, Floyd Duran, Valerie Borsa,
Clay Hart
Nay: None
Abstain: None
Pass: The Board of Directors recessed into Executive Session at

5:39pm.

Resumed

Regular Meeting The Board of Directors came out of Executive Session and resumed
the Regular Monthly Meeting at 7:03pm. Director Clay Hart was not
in attendance. There were no items requiring action from the
Executive Session.

Next Meeting Date The next board meeting is scheduled for February 23, 2022 at
4:30pm.

Adjournment Motion to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board of Directors

was made by Nick Mattorano.
Second: Valerie Borsa )
Yea: Kathy Bueno, Nick Mattorano, Floyd Duran, Valerie Borsa

Nay: None
Abstain: None
Pass: The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 7:04pm.

Minutes Approved by Trinidad Ambulance District Board of Directors February 23, 2022

A
/7% )//z/}"""f February 23, 2022

Kathy Buero, Chairperson Date
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TuU AY, MARCH 29
BUSINESS COUNSELING for start-ups and existing businesses, John
Building, 136 W. Main St., 2-4 p.m. Appointmant; 846:5444,

COMMUNITY PLANNING MEETING for Hoshhe area, Heehne Schaol
library, 19851 €R 75-1/40, 6:30:9:30 p.m. Sponsored by Ecohomic
Um<¢_ou3m:r in conjunction with _.mm Anlmas County noaa.mm_o:ma.
_:3-3& : _<_mm:m: mbm.wﬁ.m e_‘ ._momn®mm=mo=_cm o-m :

TALK STRAIGHT TO TRINIDAD LUNCHEON, TSJC Genegral Purpose
Room, naon.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30
COMMUNITY v—bzz_zm MEETING for Trinidad area (including m~m§s__m
and Jansen), Las Animas County Courthouse, Oeis_m,m_e_._m,ﬁ Hearing
Roorh, 200 E. First St,, 6:30-9:30 p.m. Sporisored by Ecenomic
Development, in cenjunetion-with Las Animas County commissioners.
Information: Meghan 846-9412 oF ﬂ_mnmm@mmzmoaom@oﬁ.

m>.—,C—.~,U>_< APRIL 2
LEGISLATIVE BRUNCH, TSIC Sullivan Center, General Purpose Room,
10 a:m. $10 per person, Sen. Ken Kester and Rep. Wes MehHinley.
RSVP by March 28 846-0285: Sponsored by the chamber

ANNUAL KICKOFF BREAKFAST, The Trinidad Ladies Golf Association,
8:30 aum., Family Seed Restaurant Play will follow, weather permitting.
Call Rose 846-4762 or Mary 846-3726.

S“WITH LOVE _unoz_ ._.mx>m " a concert with Chrystal Rivera, coun-
S\mocﬁzm_‘: and oosﬁmauaaé LChristian musie, The _.oa s Chapel,
wmw::no :o;r side of Iﬁ:ig 12, west end of.Segundo, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 9

WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT, teams of four, Hoehne
School gymnasiums, @ a.m. To benefit Hoehne volleyball programs and
promete interest in volleyball by elementary v_mv\.m.«m. Infarmation, reg-
ister a team: xmz,_x 8464771 by Aprit 5.

SATURDAY, APRIL 16
HEALTH FAIR; Mt. San Rafaei Hospital, 7:30 a,m snoon, If you would
fike to volunteer or hiave a booth, tontact Lynda at 8469213 e, 1051.

B Red Cross instructors class. April 1.3, Call 845.9583.

B Assistance with issuss regarding gas drilling interactions s beins
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..Reliability of ambulance service debated

Continved from page 1

of some incidents. The fire department
generally responds to all incidents with-
in the city, and in most tases, drrives on
the scene first. The disputes have cen-
tered on whose care the patient is in
Trinidad City Manager Jim Soltis said

that he has had meetings with Fire
Chief Jim Bulson and Garduno to dis-
cuss “protocol.”

“In those meetings, we decided we
need to cooperate with them, That's my
expectation; that we will cooperate,”
Soltis said. “The policy has to do with
whenever you have personnel on: the

scene, there's a protocol for medical
treatment. We cannot tolerate anything
that will compromise public znqu._w.: ,

Miles at one time worked for the
ambulance disirict, Garduno has been in
the EMT field for 30 years, und has
been certified as a paramedic for 12
years.

..oite selection to begin for new rec center

Continwed from page 1

"We may never geta nickel,”
Archuleta said. “But we may
get two or three million."

He urged the commission to
consider making a lobbying trip
to Washington. Commissioner
Fred Sparks, while not volun-
teering to go, concurred.

“You have to go to them,” he
said. “You have to let them
know what you want, It has a
big meaning.”

In January, commissioners

approved a new gquarter-cent
sales tax 1o go toward construc-
tion of the first phase of the new
recreation center. That tax will
take effect July 1 and is expect-
ed to bring in about $269 000 a
year thal will be used to pay off
bonds that will have to be issued
to raise the money needed for
phase-one construction.

A separate one-gighth gross
receipls tax passed a few years
ago collects abour $140,000 2
year and has so far amassed
$659.672. Much or all of that

lax revenue is to go to opera-
tion of the Facility once it is
opened, although some of the
amassed postion could bé used
toward the initial construction.

The city requested $4 million.
from the state for the recreation
center’s first phase during the
recently complered legislative
session, but received only
$50,000.

“We need to be as resourceful
as we can be in tuming our mon-
ey intoa lot more money," May-
or Pro Tem Jesse Johnson said

el

LIVE AT TBC

about seeking ‘state and federai
grants and appropriations, lever-
aged by the fact that the city has
already taxed its own residents
to help pay for the project.
Pate said completion of the

first phase should spark interest
from funding sources to help fin-
ish the project,

“These projects are oftén cata-
lysts for themselves,” he said,
“Once you get a piece of it done,
it’s easier to build the other pieces.”

= Ea%% First Live
=. Music Television Series




spring) arid I heard the complaints. I took
notes, and I began to suspect that oil and
gas extraction was causing disturbances in
the county.”

He prepared a memo for the commis-
sioners (o take to the meeting and pre-
sent to state Rep, Kathleen Curry from
Gunnison, who is interested in culling
from local officials and their constitugncy
how the state Legislature might help “fix”

ry introduced last session died in com-
mittee ot a 6-5 vote. That bill called for
surface agreements between property
owners and gas producers EE would have

i i and I Pty own-
ers' rights. The bill ic.:a have also
beefed up compensation that. producers
owe to landowners if damage was done to
property during the drilling or extraction
process.

tion session so that I know I'm doing the
right thing next time,” Curry said “That’s
the first step. I anucipate four additional

take place in Trinidad.

“The constituents are really distressed,”
she said. “The key, I think, is surface
agreements. Right now the property own-
ers have no compensation, no say,”

W OULHENS W RSARYEIS  HhEy

similar Lo those occurring in Las Animas
County in other parts of the state where
coal bed methane is being extracted. She
wants to make sure surface owners don’t
get buried by producers in the rush

develop minerals.
“I really don’t want to create
that I'm inst drillin

Contintied o

County withholding funds from ambulance district

By Ken Reamy
Soatf writer, Fhe Times indep

The county is withholding $5,000
in funds from the Trinidad Ambulance
District after the district failed to sub-
mit documentation that previous fund-
ing of $5,000 was used for Quick
Response Team (QRT) training.

The Las Animas County Commis-
‘sion Tuesday decided to send a letter to
ambulance district board presideat Car-
men Sandoval explaining the reasons
why the funds were withheld.

The money comes from the Southern
Colorado Regional Emergency Trauma
Advisory Council (5C RETAC), and
originates with the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health and Safety. Itis

Motorcyclist dies

in accident

By Ken Reamy

“pass through” funding in the coun-
ty’s general fund.

The county claims the ambulance
district failed to ﬁavnn_m mcn__:._a_:
that the first $5,000 i wis

with the grant fund contract.”
The letter also points out that even

though the deadline triggering the sec-

ond half of the grant funds has passed,

used for QRT training purposes.

The lelter, sent under the signature
of commission Chairman Robert
Valdez, states, “This county has béen
notified by the SC RETAC, that the
Trinidad Ambulance District has failed
to submit documentation of its expen-
diture of the initial $5.000 of grant
funds.

“As a result, the SC RETAC has
taken action to declare the second por-
tion of grant funds to be forfeited, due
to (the ambulance service's) failure to
submit d ion in accord

the ambul service must still pro-
vide documentation showing compli-
ance with the initial $5000 grant, “or
! $5,000...to this coun-

District board president Carmen San-
doval Wednesddy acknowledged that
the board has recently discussed the
matter. ;

“We're on top of that. We're aware
of it,” Sandovalsaid, noting that Exec-
utive Director Robert Garduno had

be taken up at the board’s next meel-
ing, and declined further comment.
Garduno did not return calls Wednes-
day prior to press time. 3

This is the third time the ambulance
district has failed to provide docu-
mentation proving compliance with
grant requirements,

In a mid-June RETAC meeting, with
the deadline for documenting compli-
ance looming, RETAC committee
:._w_.:cm_.m atternpted Lo contact fellow

Garduno but with no s
County Administrator Bill Cordova
said that other attempts fo have Gar-
duno return calls or provide documen-

and reimburse the rural fire depart-
ments for their training costs directly.

In a memo to the commissioners ear-
lier this spring, Cordova wrote, “To
prevent this circumstance from occur-
ring again in the future, the county has
the right to hold the RETAC gramt
funds for training and pass such funds
through to the various EMS entities
itself.”

If the board takes this action, rural
QRTs in the outlying areas of the
county may receive RETAC training
funds directly from the county.

The ambulance district receives
$50,000 a year from the county in

assured the board that delays in years
past did not affect the grant award. He
noted that this-and other issues will

tation have proved froitless 1o date,
Under RETAC guidelines. the coun-
ty may by-pass the ambulance district

Staff veriter, Tha Temes ke,

A Trinidad maii was killed last weekend in a two-
vehicle collision when his motorcycle allegedly cut
in front of a car on Interstate 25 south of Trinidad.

According to a Colorado State Patrol report,
Rocco Mosconi, 66, was pronounced dead at the
scene of the 1:20 p.m. crash that occurred last.

Saturday, July 2

The patrol report states Moscom’s molorcycle
pulled off the roadway in the southbound lanes, but
then, for unknown reasons, accelerated rapidly and
re-entered the traffic lanes, colliding in the left Jane
with a vehicle driven by Crystal Redd, 22, of Raton.

Redd’s vehicie clipped the rear of the motorcycle,
foreing it onto its side. The motorcycle then spun off
the roadway. Masconi was ejected from the motor-
cycle, and flew onto the hood and into the fender of

Redd’s vehicle.

Neither Redd nor her passenger was injured,

The crash is still under investigation.

846-5532.

Z_Dm IN Oo—.—.mmm. maﬁ:?aﬁncna:wo:?q& awide

array of classes during Trinidad State

Junior Cellege’s “College for Kids." Several classes were filled fo
capacity. mgaiﬁnan.ﬂmﬂniﬁo L
ing of the model rockefs last week f
g?uﬁ&uiﬁngig TSJC will host
“College for Kids — Chrisimas Edition,” Dec. .ﬂ.nn.?wg!i._ﬁ
Education ann.mouoz—on..umoa:oa?-og Contact Kim ot

d, with the | 1
d by a celebration

Special to 71

exchange for responding to medical
emergencies outside the city limits of
Trinidad.

Man arrested after
stabbing incident

By KEN Reamy .

Staff writer, The Times tndependent

Bond has been set at $250,000
for a man suspected of stabbing
another man during an altercation
involving several people using
knives, clubs and baseball bats.

According to an arrest affidavit
filed in District Court, Jayson
Albert Gonzales, 26, was arrest-
ed about two hours after the June
28 incident. He was charged with
second-degree assault in the
alleged stabbing of Noah David
Martinez, 19.

Trinidad Police Chief Charles
Glerioso said the attack may have
been gang-related.

“We’re trying to identify who
are members and deal with it
accordingly,” Glorioso said.
“We're compiling data and keep-
ing 8 watchful eye on them.

We’re going to take a very pro-
active response to this, and we're
not going to take it lightly.”
Officers were called to the area
of Convent and Third Streets at
8:24 p.m. June 28 on a report of a
fight in progress involving multiple
parties using baseball bats or clubs.
By the time police arrived, the
parties involved had fled the area,
but homeowners and withesses
there told officers the suspects had
moved to the arza of Fourth and
Animas streets, and that some of
them had fled in a white vehicle.
When officers arrived at the
second location, they were met
by Nikki Jane Alraid, 19, who
screamed, “They stabbed him:
Help him. He’s been stabbed.”
Martinez approached the offi-
cers holding his left arm, which

Coitinued on page 5
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f0 a baby whio tested positive for marijna-
na, -

Seeies avloLang 10 Bobyn's According to an arrest affidavit on fils in

repo. i : District Court, Tiffany Neatherlin, 20,
“This guy wasn't even a suspect until they ealled us % ; AN MRt sometime pri-
up and told vs,” Gloriosn said, noting that DNA results T g =
can identify a suspect within A 99.9-percent certain- . or to giving birth to a son May 5 at
" o Parkview Hospital in Puebio.
The report, issted May 19 by Agent Bobyn, states, o Al Hospital personnel cont I the Las
“To a reasvnable degree of scientific Cenainty, Sisneros = 7
; b Director Velasc uesz, Animas County Departient of Human Ser-
s the source of the DNA profile.. Martin conmeted Buran, nﬂ_M_N. n—nmﬂuuo:

Bobyn and a DOC parole officer, and an appoiniment
Was made 1o draw another blood sample from Sis-
TIEros, now a resident of Depver,

When Sisneros didn't show for the appointment,

nsﬁaﬁauahmﬁnh

vices and reported the alieged marijuana
use.

The arrest affidaviy stales, “DHS had
reeeived information from Parkview Hos-
pital in Pueblo stating that the child
Neatherlin had &iven birth to 'on May 5
had tested positive for marijuana, as had

Ambulance hoard adopts memorial resolution -~~~

tion for filling it during the
the pool from opening for
gallons, takes 24
open by Wednes-
Tt photo by Hen Reamy

g

Ken Reamy service of the (district) ss 2 QRT.,." approximately $450,000, and that 70 Emery told the board fhat she makes three n::m_fwz. including the newbom, from
W!?:f On May 2, Minion was re-elected 10 Percent of this amount was aver 90 days every aempt to collect outstanding bal. Neatherlin's custody as a result of the
gﬂ%n S her past on the district board of directors  old, She told the baard that thisamount  anees from patients and payers before alleged marijuana consumption,

e i G ST with the most votes of any candidate, 305, is g Iy due 10 Tate payments by sending the bill 1o a collection agency, Neatherlin was in court last week on 3
Board of U.gnm h-«..innw unani- ﬂﬁiﬁ“ﬂuﬁn&mwﬁgggcﬁ Medicare, Med id, private j h the district then loses 50 percent bod N =
Mously passed a memorial resolution MmOming of May 12 of what police e companies and private payers, of the bill to the collectors " aPpearance. Favther p FRHe
”awn_:wﬂ_ﬁ._n”hﬁm__ﬂw_w distny 519 rioed 0 be g selfinfand e, e o, Interim Exccutive Director Brardon e fecommended 0 the board  Seheduled for her et this summer.

n:._a« nm.noo ney first responders. At the May 24 meeting, new board  Chambers later told The Times Inde-  that it review and modify its charges The affidavit, written by Officer Brandon
i, - sipedby il m___..._._._n:&na members Kelly Smith and Jeanie Hollon  pendent that the term for Payment is  for sevices, Burry, states that authorities have, “Cause

: St Were swom in, and the board declared generally 60.to 120 from most Payers. T hill for nine ambulance companies lo believe that the defendant had ted
"y ttos Miniion S ek : ! : nges
aﬁﬁ_ﬁwﬂﬁnﬂ “The .".m_._a“_ﬁa_uﬂ Zi_oaua seat vacant, The board wij) He also acknowledged that “Some of and You guys ane the lowest,” Emery said, marijuana prior to the birh o;s.wo” and
Ambulance District h creby v begin ing the vacancy, and has it was due 1o internal billing problems, The problem with indigent or tran- in 50 ‘doing expose the wnbom _E.n_ i
the leadership of Michelle Minion; and 60 days to appoint a g e pmembe. It was an educational problern ~ Sient transports was also discussed, and N pouee the umbom child to
CXPIESses i1S sincere sppreciation for her A the same meeting, the board el Chambers also said that 40 o 52Zper-  hence uncollectible. Emery said, *1 the effects of the cannabis...in 50 doing,
dedication and hard sk, and express-  With Andrea Emery, awner of EMA  cent of what he district bills is never  would ot write anything off on these {she) knowingly, recklessty, permitted a
| & ifs gratitude for a job well done." Cansultants, the company with Whom  collected, and that is consistent with the  peaple who owa money.” <hild to'be unreasonably placed in o situa-
1 It also notes that Minign “gave self-  the district has ouisourced its billing, national average. He noteqd that the She sugpested the board research the tion which posed 4 thyear of injury 10 the
lessly of her time and talents for the  Emery, who began her duties April 1, $450,000 15 g little more than it neads possibility of working with Mr. San Rafse life or health of said child
fit of the (district), and actively  reported to the board thag outstanding 10 be,” bug hay the outstanding amoung Hospital to collect jts autstanding transient ifeor th of said child.
icipated in the emergency medical debrs, bills and receivables totaled - was not considereq excessive: bills through the indigent care program. Neatherlin is frec on a $10,000 bond.

- DA’s .:2::::8:.:_ ght i dali
| By Ken Reamy ..anoqn_.__.&nn__n_._.ﬁ.: e

IM'I.I."'II mon_ﬂenmuﬂoca_.&nwm..__:.n.
! Eghkull bad." Downs said of _._Ms._namw

Public Defender Les Downs  pleq offer made to the four defen-

want to see him with a felony  ramifications because it touched 19205 and 19305, were imeparably

Bl
vl conviction." 50 many peaple, but ['m just  damaged. The concession stand

1 »m.u.f.n.__., g3 record; he's a nice kid, | don't 16 question there're are political  trophies, some dating back to the

| i’ R Hawke has offered the four sticking with that plea offer. .| was broken into and food, condi-
! Wmﬁﬂmﬂoﬁ_ﬁw«_ _N_MW_H _.w_..._.__... U.ws.”. n.__u_ammeaanos___a e ST, 3| defendants ap OPpOTuMity to  think they're a1 equally suilty, ments, apd sodas were strewn
v | rom outside the area whe e Plead guilty 10 a class four felony ~ buy admittedly there were lead-  about the m floor. Chairs ang
N___G:Hv. Lee Hawke m__wwp_»_inn believes will be more dispassion. defendants, once they fulfill the iy “Open sentencing,” 1o he  arg and followers in that case * desks inqnwv..aaaa onto the gym
M the case against his client,  ate about the case, terms of their convictions, are  dajermined by the cour, Mares, along with Anthony  floor causing damage 1o the
{ Steven Matthew Mares, who i "I understand there's consid-  often allowed 10 petition the 0 said he believes Hawke Coca, Robert Ossola and » Juve-  wooden floor, Damage estimates
i atcused alang with three others of  gap1e public outery that tends to  courts 1o seal their recosds and g remdining steadfast in his il Wwere charged with burglary  are iy the tens of thousands of
burglarizing and vandalizing b cs under coner e pres-  expunge their criminal histaries. stance due strictly 10 real or par.  ppg vandalism following the Jan,  doffas,
?m_aén J_ School in January, gy ~® 10 plead the case doym " Not so with adule offenders. ceived public pressure, He pians |5 incidents at the high school, Only one defendant has plead.
. wns ”.Muwﬁ.”_nnew_@a ..?Mno Downs said-"l wanta prosecutor  “He wants My client to plead o 1 gy his motion within the next Building A was ransacked and ed guilty to the case, Robert Osso-
o nmﬁ? ing the DAt not from this area who Wilinotbe.  a class four felony MU OPENSeN-  tiug ook, vandalized, soda vending |, g, His senlencing is sched-
awke is _uauan%_«__:_m e icase ».._E.,.h..-c the hue and ery of the lencing, Uofu«n.m Helslook- wyen asked for a respanse 1o machines were destroyed, fur. uled for July 6,
__._._mﬂ 95::5.. iy because it's public. Downs is also concerned Ing at the possibility of prison 8" assertions that he was Nishings overtumed, and aboyr Coca, 18, went public with an
w“n _m_,mmmw m__ #ﬁ.“n&mm___ﬂu that his client Will have a hefty  time on a first felony conviction, responding to pressure from the 75 percent of the windows were apology earlier this spring bogy
ause Hawke fears he wi enminal record if hie's conviered The age difference js only & may- community, Hawke said, "That's broken. In the Donnelly Gym, in a lctter to the R_zoqa_.q._ﬁ

recalled from office if he doesn't, the case. He sajq Juvenile  ter of months He's got a clean i ¥ e ————
2 - J Guite an overstatement, There's trophy cases were dest, and
L] Continued on page 3




Everything was ontrack o
received word from city
tendent Jim Femandez that the city would
charge $100° a week retainer fee from the
county in exchange for its mau.._._nﬂr

“It caught us by surprise,” said Oa—_:c.
Administrator Bill Cordova during a joint
meeting between city council and the coun-
ty commissioners. He'told council that'the
commissianersiare rying to correct design
and construction deficiencies at the Gareia
Justice Center inherited from the previous
cotinty commission.

RS CAPBIU AL e Sile DY aNY MeAns possioi, A
L orado Event” is planned in Kim on
ystate and federal officials Have
Landowners want to show sol-
10 expansion, baving leamed
& Armiy started the Pifion Canyon
984, eminent domain was used, and
eas did ot realize any economic
elopment bellfils to yielding up 5.»@...»2_.\
he Support Mral Colorado m:ﬁ: 18 wa:.ﬁ &....ST

‘weekend. Walk the Levsa nn_._mﬁ_._

g and explore the pifon-
_E.nﬂ! woodland ec

Spegial to TP

¢ event. call aau.wnaa

of Health to E:E_@S ‘uniform licens-
ing-critenia statewide, an act that puts
the licgnsing suthority in the hands of
the board of copnty aoEEuﬂa__na

regul ~  gimes _;rozﬁ_:_ﬂh_ﬁgq differ

vices, sometfiing County Adfsinisteatr

Ewmo_ﬂqs says are nol related-to 7
FECE probleis atthe Trinidad Amtiu.

_m_.on District,

“tThe nming of this is purely oo.:ﬂ
denlal and nut prompted by all the
problems here at the Trinidad Ambu-
lanee District,” Cordava said, "These
things ar¢ mandated by state law.
Trinidid: Ambulapce District did not
tfigges this "

Cordova m.a the Colorado Assembly
had enacted & law during its 2005 ses-
siont that requires. the Colorado Board

: m_g:_

enge where in the state Y are, there

services varied n_emmoa_m

mally adopted'by the county commis-
ston, are detailed and fairly comp

* Theregulations, which must be for-

ical oversight snd quality improvement
plans, Ambulanée sepvice providers
will aiso be required 16 cenify that their
ambulances mest mnnn;__u _._._E._mu_ﬁ_
tandards, The p

do not give :E n_....sc. u:w osﬁﬁz
authority ayer n_aqwm used lo _._ua
port pati .mnn:ng._.,.. or

m____z__ga@ -service _am___m:o__m arrive

stand about this is Snun are _.E:_:E:..
requirements,” ngaans said. “We
should exceed the minimum require-

‘ments. Some of them we will meet snd

some of them we will exceed.”
Chambers _uﬁ__m to atiend. the July 5

L S.ﬂ«mﬁm_u:ﬂ; meeting (o give _5‘?:-

fixed-wing aircraft..
Under the new Bw___ﬁ_onm couiifies

in the state.aie also required to adopt

procedures _.2 Hsno_s_ﬁ and investi-

hensive, covering not only staff and
uEE:ﬂ.:... certification, bt requires
each ambulante vehicle to mect spe-
cific requirements also.

In & memo to the commissioners,
Cordova states that the new rules
require patient care reports, agency
profiles, staffing requirements, med-

Eating comp
Brandon Charibers, _Eanﬂhnxon?

tive director for the Trinidad Ambuy-

lance District, s#id he has known that
these: Ewﬁma:oa were ¢oming down
the pike for soime time, and that they
are pecessary In order that all counties
in the state have uniform regulations, -

“The thmg: people need o, ander- .

forthe board's, S0

“The _..._..s. process is more _¥u_..
friendly,” hie said. “A o1 of this is very
beneficial for z.ﬁ pablic and for ambus
lance services.”

*In the Jast year, the uEvasna Em
trict has fired its executive director,
Bobby Garduno, who was then chamged
with felony theft, has undergone ‘an

" extensive system-wide review by the

state — which recommended thee board
of n_.qnn.na dissolve z._... na_:n_ and

Cordova also fold council that the city.
agreed some time ago to-function as the
ger for the installation of a
sewer lift station at the justicé cemer, and
said the county is not unwilling fo pay for
materials and personnel costs incurred by
the tity. but the $100 oanﬂ»__aq “sortof
catches us a bit wﬁ_.ﬂwn " He pointed out
that the Trinidad Police Départment “occu-
pies space at the justice cenler virually free
of charge.”
"Fedn-appreciae if there"s personnel time
and materals:involved. Those are dosts of

doing busmess for the.county,” Cordova said.
“Butto Eﬁaw@._m_oeu week 1o have the

city’s name on an 1GA (i =E.woﬁ§:§.ﬁ
agregment), I guess that's where the rub js.”
He noted that the county, pays the city about
$100.000 2 wﬁ.« mE. utilities at a..n Garcia
Tustice Center, i ng ulility costs |
by e police: &vﬁﬁns. -Thie county paid a
total of $194.400 to the city in 2005 for util-
ities at all its city-located facilines.

Z&B__ Joe Reorda men the retaner fee
was not “written- in stone.” and expressed a

Continued on _Bum,u

willingness to negotiate a better deal or waive
; ﬂ%&géh

By Ken Reamy
i writér, The Times:

Bere in Trinidad.

= Robert and Dixie Land aré both
Texas attorneys, bul will be taking

LEGAL LIFE
mm::aw E&a to sta y busy in law practice

making plans to start a faw practice

EE._ﬁ_n_w:w:_.E. Macy.

1o work in research, in court'argu-
ing cases, and in sharing babysit-
ting duties with Dixic watching his

prestigious law firm in Dallas
where she handled commercial
litigation cases for such giant

hen District Judge
y George Newnam takes.
off his black robe for

e Jast time and steps down from
the bench in January, he has no
intention 6f being “missing in
action” from the courtroom. He,

the Colorado bar exam this sum-
mer il preparation for their réloca-
tiott to Trinidad. The two youtig
attorneys don't just plan to Enw
dad's brain as a seasoned j Jurist, or

“I anticipate they'll be xno_u_hm
me busier that [ am here.” the
Judge says. -

The "_5«.»:09&. law practice

will be afull-service law firm, han- -

corporations as AT&T and
Xerox. In May, Dixic was fea-
tured in Texas Monthly Magazine
as.one of the “outstanding
lawyers in Texas.” She was the
1993 valedictorian for Trinidad

feadoivt __ to'rely on his experience 35 coun- dling criminal and civil cases, pro- 4
his-dayghtey Mary “Dixie,” and his™ 1y and district judge for the 1ast27 - bate-and vall kinds™ i betweer, - :ﬁ.._ﬁn__ﬂ._ Robert, 35, is an
-sonvin-law Robert, are currently years; they fully intend to put him Dixie, 32, will be leaving a in the Dallas
,..!.es by, Her Abarmy Continued on page 3
i ._ I
pe ._ b

T



21ST YEAR ¥ NO. 54

By Pauia MurpHY
Publishec. Tre Times inde

The Trinidad Ambulance District
(TAD) Board of Directors voted unan-
imously last Wednesday to offer Bran-
don Chambers the job as the district’s
executive director. He has been serving
as the interim director since late
November,

“Mo sense in changing horses now,”
sald board member Kelly Smith,

Chambers was a former employee of
the district. He has been operafing a
private ambilance service businessin
Fowler since leaving the district in
1994,

Chambers, who ts considering
whether he will accept the position, said

= low ax 5397
Call Pionoer Motor Inc.

N _.ns Froe 1-877-330-1102

TRINIDAD, LAS ANIMAS COUNTY, COLORADD

he plans to continue to follow the rec-
ommendations of an emergency ser-
vices review Inst April that recom-
mended the TAD board supervise the
dissolution of the  current ambulance
district and oversee s complete restruc-
tuting of it and then “step aside” as a
county-wide ambulance district takes
its place. The board will have to get
this to the voters by placing it on the
November ballot. The.district bound-
aries have not been updated since 1988
and a lot has been added to the city
limits since then, including several

“1 think the vote will be very impor-
lant,” says Chambers. He said adjusting
the district’s boundaries would be a
“positive thing for the community™ and
présent a "jot of opportunity.” He said
that he and the board will make “every
altempt” to get the issve on the ballot

On another maiter, Chambers said

“poor. billing practices” have plagued’
the district. And that he and the board
&g rying to resolve the mondy jssues,

The district is seeing the benefit of the

Hiring of ‘Andrea Emery of EMA no_.v

‘felevision

e 6 a.m. * Noon = 6 pun,
Local cable channal 71
www.trinidadtimestv.com

$63,000 in past due accounts in June
alone. She and the board have set a
$45,000 monthly coilection goal.
Emery’s pay is based on 8-percent of
the collecied amount.

In other business:

B The district has hired foor new
employees: Two paramedics and two
caravan drivers.

B The Colorado Attorney mn_._ﬁ,a 5

Office cgntinues s investigation into
possible Medicaid fraud. The probe:

began Feb. 23 as the Medicaid Fraod
Control Unit showed up-ar the district
office with a five-page search warrant

and began mﬁn_am Tecurds. ,;« time’

ltants in Pueblo to collect

housing developments.

ﬁ...,b_u___a reoeivable, She hag collested

period in are:looking at cov-
ers Jan. |, N.uou 1o February mcom

Lightning
causes area
power

outage

By Tom MurpHy
TheT ._|.3an .fn_nu!um_.s
A __m:_.q_.:mhoﬂﬂ EE& out

the lights on parts of westemn Las
Animas ......o_._a_w wc__n_ﬁ.. m:n_.‘

___ﬁm,_.m___*ﬁame
resigns;
search on

By KeN Reamy

Mi. mu_.. wm?n_ :o%_.ﬁm is in search
of a chief executive officer after the
interim CEO resigned last Thursday.

Jason Paret gave his resigmation to
the Trinidad Area Health Association
‘board after he got a job in an Alaska
town from which his wife came.

The TAHA board had an exccutive
session Thursday mormning to discuss its
“options: Having Chief Financial Officer
Milton Wilhite move into the interim
CEQ position or bring in a contract
interim CEO until a permanent CEQ
could be hired.

TAHA board member Karl Gabriel-
son said TAHA has set up interviews
with three CEO candidates for the week
of .::w 10. Gabrielson said after a
national s€arch, Quorum, the hospital's
management company, narrowed the list
from 40 to three. Quorum performed a
background check o each final candi-
date. The CEO is an employee of Quo-
rum, although TAHA makes the hire.

“We didn"t plan on Jason _nnﬁ_._m
until & CEQ was named, said Gabriel-

. son. Hestressed thatwhile the hospital

n_E not have a CEQ, the staff should



o and 2003, which the hospital suffercd
has “wmedit iy large Tosses, You have turned it
nciak SAON: w4
o5 three years — Moanwhile, reports-from the hospi-
mant who per- - g1°5 finance commitiee indicate that in
spital's most 9906 e avernge daily patient numbers
+ have-dropped off from 15,3 patients in
Waller & Co., - 2005 1 12.9 in 2006, i
sday reviewed  yajler reparted to the boardthiat there
W's 2005 audit g 4 net profit of $1.9 million in'2005.
Trinidad Area  Revenues had increased from $13.6:mil-
N .. lion in2004-to $17.5 in 2005. Expendi-
the hospital is (o had increased from $13.6 million.to

T

in strong financial condition after 2004,
which was basically a break-even year,

fRSN!DAD, LAS ANIMAS C()UNT7 COLORADO

$15.4 million. Cash in investments had
increpsed from $659,000 to $3 092,000,
Accounts receivable had also increased

75

Dg|
'ﬂdgg 4 P

nt'ol Trg
evada Sheﬁ at
d replace the sac!lon. Tratfic wilt be rerauf

mﬁ’gm mﬁnﬁ?p’g ﬂ::ﬁz%%n&m.aiﬂ

h signage. The pro- |
Tt photo by Churity Homld

dy of E rors’ to hit gallery stage

a Arts
- with
radg o
leatre-
sdnew
ieinits
reare's,
¥. The

€ththian’
1e fash..

ondon,
insight
peare's
erpiece
it phay.
on, the

fourth time in, ‘I.'r:mdakir Th:-
atreworks! Shakespeare Fes-
tival his achieved @ regional
and national reputarion for the
quality of its performances
and'its freshness of invention
The Elizabethan punk look
heing.oreated for this produc-
tion is well suited infthe Mid-
ile East'and peopled with con-
_]UI'EI'S :courtesans, well mean-
ing pcople Shakespeate used
not ane; blat. two separple sels
of twins, masters and servaats,

who very quickly get very
mixed up and gonerate all
sortsof-hilarous chisos before
u'verynna finally gets sorted
out in the happy and surpris-
ingly movingending,

Guest director, Hu‘!lxrd
Crawford {co-artistic director
of New York's The Elving
Machime Theatre) has sssem-
bled a'lively cast composed of
segional ‘actors and vonng
BUEsLArtists from New York
a4 well a5, Colorado actors,

| plans to survey

seﬂmd meeting Thursday..

of a new gitizens group
planto survey some of the
attitdes toward dumpster:
of trash containers, includ-
would be willing to help

ger P.J. Mileta said the
ed by the group’s plan —
‘hine funds from the state

sand: the sun'e.y Is-also “ta find out'if
pcoplc would support an improvement in our refuise
collection — for example, with: individual baar-
proof goptaners.” The sutvey is (o ask people If
they would be willing to pay $5 o month for a year
to raise the money for new trash cantainers.
Members of the group planio go door-to-door in

the next few weeks to conduct lhcsurvcy inneighe

borhoods that have i high nigidendelof bears wan-

dering th

gh in search of food

releace €ald Tha armin Banon Fx neine A Bhans &

The news

‘Mmany of them veterans 'of the
festival. The very original ¢os-
lwmes are by Jan Avramov and
Diane Cole. Michael Stansbery
is the scenic designet und light-
ing is by Steve Jessop.

The Comedy of Errors will
:be.om tour in Trinidad, Friday;,
Aug. 4 and Saturday, Aug. 5,
at the Black Box Theatre at the
First Street Gallery. Tickeis are
$10, Tickets are on salé now
at Terracotta Sun and the
Trimidad Area Arts Council.
Seating is limited, so get your

tickets now: For mare infor-

mation, call 846-14d1.

residen

itation customers contributed the $5 a month for a
year — %60 for the year per customer — the
$150,000 that it would generate; plus the $200,000
that Game and Fish officials have rounded up
through grants and other sources would still come up
shiort of the estimated $600,000 the city would need
o lmplemenl a syqtem of mdmdua‘ bear pmof trash

< ‘Ne\'ﬂ!'-t

TUESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2006

‘hears input on
boundary expansion

By Pauta MurpHy
Publisher, The Mimes inge;

Despite the L._as Animas Coun-
tv comimission’s delay inits rec-

i omroeudnlluns regarding exclu-
sions To the ambulancesdistrict

(expansion proposal,ithe public
commbm portion of the Trinidad

. Ambulance Distrier's meeting

wenvon as solioduled: 1astiweek:
b

ollon said &t the
1y nlghvh‘me:mg thit
twodld have to con-
tiniied s public hearing a the
ambulnncc district's Aug, 23
meeting o give the county com-
missioners “adequate time to.con-
duettheir hearing'" on who and
what would be exslided fromthie”
district’s expansion proposal,
“The commissioners susperd-

ed action allowing exclisions to
 the Trinidad Ambiance District
. propased expansion of the dis-

‘trictiboundaries. The commis-
sioners, their legal counisel and
the-countyadministrator all cited
the “sheer valume" of exclusion
fequests: a5 o why @ decision
could not be made at the July 17
meeting: The commission will
make its decision known at its
August 22 meeting,

Rancher Bd Gyurman asked
the ambulance board How it
determined what was Lo be
included ip the expansion. Hojlun
reiterated: the information: given
by district's special counsel Mar-
cus MoAskin at the July 18°com-

migsion. meeting. She said thata!

“big chunk of Trinidad has been
annexed"” since the distrior was
formed in 1988

County residents and residents
in the newly annexsed portion: of
thi city limits have received
ambulance service but the tax
briseihas bren only the résidents

within the 1988 boundarics of .

actual purchige of the containers,

Told of Mileta’s comments, Ingamells said she
was under the impression the money could be used
1o puichase containers, Lief Ahlm, the chief of the
Game and Fish northeast area office in Raton and the
one who has dealt with obtaining the grant money,
was ont of town Monday and unavailable for com-
ment. Ahlm hps spoken to both Mileta andvthe Bear
Aware Raton group.

However, she said, even if the money aspects of

- the group's pliins don't work out, the survey will pro-

ey board) Chiair-

ilftands at 518
r Ruvenuu for

it that.can'be writtén off by the:
Continued on page 3

the city limits. The expansion
proposal sceks to include the

entire county and draw. tax dollars

from residents throughout the
county.

County residents expressed
concem on how an ambulance
would find their property andif
the district intended’ mdﬁw‘
maps to “find folks olll.- in the
county "

Trinigad

mbillance District

(TAD) Bxecutive Direston Bran-

don Chambers siid e is “eur-
rently working with the 911
Authority Board to develop

“quality mips:for the entire coun-

ty," toinclude emergency med-
ical services. The TAD will
work with volunteer fire depart-
ments and Quick Response
Teams (QRTs) to respond emer-
gency medical emergencies
througlivul the gounty,

The commissioners will deem
whoand what will'be excluded
for the propased district. Expect-
ed o ger specific consideration
are; :

The Kim:School Di
is 70 miles from Trini
has fuemed its own dmbulance

district:and would like 1o be
‘excluded.

County mineral rights owners.
The commission may exclude
some personal property , such as
minesal right owners from paying
the district tax.

Hollon said that if the voters
degide to expand the districy; res-
idents should receive the “same
standard of carc” in the county as
you'would if you lived in
Trimdad, She also said that she
“hapes toibe out of a job" after
Ihe Novemberelection because
the current district will be dis-
solved and formed anew with
representation added from: the

‘Continued on page 3

bears
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By PauLa Mugesy
Pubishir, 7o Times

The Trinidad Ambulance District's zoal in
seeking to expand the district boundaries is to
provide befter community health care, sccord-
ing to the. district’s dirkclor.

The district board, its altorney and the exec-  J

utive director met with the LLas Animas Board
of County. Commissioners Monday 1o prot
vide nformation to the commissioners, a8
well s the genéral mE_u:_.‘ on the propased
district boundary expansion.

The commission prepared alist of 18-ques-
tions it sﬂ:ﬁn ANSWELS 10 before it w_sum its
miod to the rec ions for exclusions to
the anbulance district ex

ion plan.

“Ambulande district Executive Dircclor -

Brandon Chambers réiterated the same mes-
sage that the district has been delivering fol-
lowing the Emergency Medicai Services

- Assessment Analysis calling for the district's

restriuctining last April. The restriicturing

3 _uﬂ-t Cmeias Preses Syt
Toli Froe 1-877-330-1102

K2iths

o jow as 523"

._.m_zabc _.rm »z__sbm COUNTY, oo_..omboo

Call Pioneer Motor Inc.

" PIONEER

fy Trinidad Times
1 Television
- B Gam. s Noon = 6p.ni.
Local cable channel 71
www. trinidadtimestv.com

dp to yourdogr and you “take it for granted”
they perform the biest service with the best

e equipment and you “take it for-granted” they

called for the district tb expapd its bound-.
aries to-include the entire county and other
city annexations since the diftrict's forma-
tionin 1988. -

Chamber's messige was lovd uha clear,
“hetter patient care, better w_uus._&wn belter
Bﬁﬂuﬁﬁwﬂgﬂ.ﬁiﬂaﬁ time." He said,

"Better. health care is our ?n:u m_s.sv.m hias
been.”

Chambers addid that the A_Hmﬁn_ wants to
put the “make it for granted” back into lealth”

care. Meaning that you call 911 and yoi “take |
it for granted™ the best trained person'shows

Bl deliver you safely 1o the hospital™"We in the -
il process of rebuilding that *take it for granted”

quality” within the district and to do that “we

. have tdf have taxpayer support.”

Kim School District has asked to opt out

& of the proposed expansion because it has

formed its own ambulance district. “The
reason we ﬂn.m.,_u_anaw Kim and its ambu-

lance district is it's in. the best interest of

patient care,” says ‘Chambers. Kim is 70
miles from Trinidad and it is closer to the:ta
Junta hospital. -

iT the voters choose to expaitd the. dis- ,

tricty, the current ambulance board will be
dissolved and 4 :ns seven-member board
will be: formed. “County residents will

- have a deciding factor on what happens”
in“the district, “Theé change. will create.

. Continued on page 3

75¢ mm_U>< >cmcm._. u.m Mc_om

ty commissioners regarding the proposed umbulance
disfrict expansion. T/ ohgto‘ty Fom Murphy

Fugitive sought
after wife flees

Ti Svarr Rerort Wednesday

morning at
ahnnt 0

Authorities are in search nf a

» Trinidad Ambulance Disfric’s Execulive Director
Brandon Chambers, left, and the district's attorney
Leslie 9&3&%%&0&55@0&?

U VM
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By Pauta

Pubiisher, The Thries

The issue of whether the Trinidad Ambulance
District (TAD) will be expanded to include most of
the county ts headed to (he voters.

The Las Animas County commission on .m,_._awam___
passed & resolution to del the i of

TRINIDAD, LAS ANIMAS COUNTY, COLORADO

B The need for emergency EMSH%B the
drea of eastern Las County is beigg sufficiently sat-
isfied by the services of (k¢ Kifn Volunteer Fire
Dept.

“It’s good. This is what thiebmmunity needs,”

says Brandon Chambess, nﬂgmo..__ﬁnnﬂ. of the ¥

TAD.

real and personal property into the TAD expansion
plan.

The commission found:

B The ambulance’ district had satisfied the
requirements of the Special District Act of State of
Colorado regarding the inclusion of taxable property
inlo the ! gﬁﬂa ‘of the district.

.Imamﬂﬂo: i necessary and: u_E%E to provide
for rebiable, timely, professional emergency medical!
08 Sa citizens of the county.

The am
olution Wednesday night.* Eﬂg our resolution
to finalize steps to get it on anzh.ﬁ:ﬂ..ﬁu ea_._c....
said Chambers. The i d to o
the Kim School District and _w:__nn&_ 1o District
Court to'ask the court (o allow the expasision o be
added to the ballot.

More than 300 property owners requested-exclu-
sion, but the commission decided only those m the
Kim Schodl District will be allowed exclusion,

The district’s next step includes “going out io the

district _uoﬁu?..mk» jts own ress

75¢ ._.:mmu>< >:mcm...~m Naom

e | muw_u waork lo Improve emergency medical

" nu:__uooa Eacm__aﬁg bn:ﬂwu OuEE.

‘commuuity” 1o try and sell the expansion (o the
public.

Chambers has scheduled a-town hall mieeting with
the Fisher's Peak Fire District in September and
has also set a tentutive meeting with the Hoehne
fire district. Chambers believ Ennx:p...: P
Teams (QRTs) in the county are “dedicated indi-
viduals. This is their life,” working as a QRT.”

Ambulance district officials say the of

- Provide funding; mo_.u.aun_m of persouncl affil-
iated with the district and the: Orwdm

B Implement improved nQEQS.En ﬂ_._nnwﬂ_..nw :

mmunications.

B Improve preventative maintenance program for
ambulance vehicles.

B Work with existing m_.n%ﬁum QRTs -

10 update and maintain mutsal-aid agr

B Establish a funding stream 1o nnuc_ﬂ_v. a_upwua
and/or maintain vehicles owned and operated by
___.zvow._-m

| B! y 10 ensure regular commu-

the district boundaries to all of Las Animas County
will enable the district to:

=_nN_.E= between the distsict, QRTs and the Las
Animas EMS Coalition,
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*I'm doing this because these
are my people, and this is my
hame," she explained. She plans
to forward her photos on o a
large media outlet in hopes that
the local situation will reach
peaple nationally, With several
on-site photo shoots complete,

Ne Council py:lic puvuy, auu
some issues-that had been tiashed
ovér before but are apparently
unresolved.

For long range plans, Rino was
wondering where the city stood
on building another Watér treat-
ment plant; “how soon this could
be a reality.” He also asked about

Shaa|| e city infrastructure, such s the

Haylinn Gastrap © 2006

pasture on ns cast side of town.
You'll sée us.” Gilstrap is ask-

replace what we have in south=
eastem Colorade,” Gilstrap

: ¥ ing folks.to contact organizers  said. "My parents and grand-

5 “.  tobooka time 50 that all who parents will have to leave the
pn — and is  come may be photographed. one place and the one thing
pscheme of . Homesteaded i 1901 by ier  they've done their entire lives.”
# great- m_.nung.aq RD. Louden, A recent graduate of the Art

e the Gilstrap Ranch has been the  Tnstituté of Colorado, Kaylinn
fn. Thereisno  binthplace and lifelong home of  now travels regularly in her
hos Ny Gilstrap, her siblings, her career s a professional photog-

ise afliteal peaple, with
; nd real history los-
Euu a_ﬁaaﬁw&
mmwoana mrm mw&

father, her grandmother, and a
slew of aunts, uncles, and
causins. Het gréat grandfa-
ther’s original family home-
stead is still standing and occu-
pied by guests and visitors to
the operatienal cattle ranch.
“My father will not be able to  part of my life, for anything.”

rapher. “No matter where 1 am,
the ranch is home,” she said. “
16ve the ranch. Anytime I need
10 escape or just think more
clearly it has always been my
place. L wouldn’t give growing
up there, and that land being a

Gilstrap was just an infant the
Inst tine the Army came in with
condemnation actions 1o estab-
lish the maneuver site in 1983.
When asked abotit the

Army's proposal, Gilstrap
emphasized her love of country
and thie military, noting that
most everyone in her family
has served in the military or the
reserves at one time or another,
She went on, though, to speak
frankly about the possibility of
having the Army take her her-
:umn from her.

“1 feel like this country

: Continued on page 3

1A ]
An official muB__.ﬁwEK Public Health and Envi-
* ronment Department who visited Jast week believes
the Trinidad Ambulance District (TAD) has made
tremendous improvements and continues to improve.
The department mQ:Eamnﬁm_.aﬂnﬂ..&_ Zo.uﬁw_

and Trauma Services Secti g« Kuyk

said the 4 has been absol

nal.” He gives credit _.ﬂ Ena_oEmR to ncnﬁ__.._.}U
E ive Di

Director Dr. Kevin Weber Ea the community for
embracing the needed changes. “The community
had decided 1o support this service and they keep
‘supporting ir."

Kauykendall's initinl interaction with TAD was
based on g BEEEE the state has not released
the- SBEEE 5 ofigin — in March of 2005. The
resultwf the investigation showed that systems
were breaking down. He said sometimes ‘organi-

zations find th Ives heti or Tow-

1y funded and as 2 result muﬁha I " pecur.

aﬂam: Uen._w _5 visit last week, he said TAD is

He said, "There's no one thing to blame.” He went
on to say that TAD was about “12 hours away”
from losing services.

_ He took a systems approach to find solutions for
the problems TAD was facing. All the people with-
in TAD complied with Kuykendall's recommenda-
tions., There was better systems training, more
Imowledge of the law and the best interest of the
patients came first,

An assessment team made up of an emergency
room doctor, an emergency services manager and a
field uamomm_oam_ came to Trinidad and “ialked to
every uwnnnv. " that had anyihiog to do with emer-
gency medi The team preses :ﬁ: ah.on o
the public in April. The qa_uan ified the issues

&a m_E__aw

He noted that the E_mwoaw:ﬁ between M. San
aumwn_ Hospital and TAD is “tremendously improv-
ing! He said MSRH has “opened its doors" work-
ing glasely with TAD especially with critical trans:

.vﬂ-ﬁa larger hospitals.

" TAD continues to work alongside with the coun-

trucks are up-to-date and crews

city streets, which he said need
mare attention and money. Rino
noted that the city doesn’t control
the gas and electricity, wilities,
but it thoes control the water and it
i a commiodity.

He wanted to know if there
mmight be a way to lower the util-
ity bills for citizens. There is a
surplus of money in the water
department, he noted. Soltis
reviewed the issues that are ongo-

da and tacihtator, Bne sud, 1
thought this was going to be a
session where you could really -
just discuss issues, without con=
cern how public it was going 1
be, and in onder tobea _Eae__sa_
1 think you need a facilitdtor.”
She added “We approve (vote on)
jssues without much thought, we
are oo hasty al arriving at deci-
sions.” )
Couricil member Carmen Saii-
davol countered by saying ._.32
_Eﬁﬁgﬁgﬁn andwe -Eﬁa
a week to decide.” /
The mayor also added that ..Eu
purpose of the work sessions a_
for asking questions. If you still
have questions you can postporie
the vote till the next sessiof..
Sometimés council membefs:

ing with the watér treatment plant _géﬁnggﬂinauﬁ.,
and how the city siaff and council  back to the regular session afid’
review which streets are 10 Be: ek the same questions as if Emw
repaired. - weren't listening. We are no rob:-
Another long-term plan Rino  per stamp if we are: EssmEP
wanled to touch on was Monu-  jigening to then people’
iment Lake. The city had recently. Egg%ggﬁn
spent $1°7 miliion on improve- u..-&uum itat
ments and il was not g wpare uﬁﬁg,._ 1
“one nickel of revenve.” he said. Continued on gm

the anik

::m officials _._2.3._ with ambulance improvements

OBQEnaouggBSggugBBn
out of the assessment leam’s report was (0. cxpand
1 district to

Tude all of Las Animas .

s volunieet fire

lance units to those a@&d:a—.u and ﬂno,._i-_ﬁ more
training to Quick Response Teams.

He said he has done more than 20 reviews and
he's “thrilled (o death to see a community take 3
report and take it 1o this level this quickly.”

TAD receives funding from Regional Emergency

and not only “gave a roadmap to fix the system” but
“1o take it 1o the next level with the highest quality.”
“1 know what it takes to manage this,” said Kuyk-

Medical and Tranma Advisory Council, RETAC.
Each county receives $15000. Las Animas County,

a 1. of the 5 1 Col

out the funds to TAD.

do RETAC, doles

2 older ambu-

County: Kuykendall said, " _-om!apa% :
to spread out funding respansibilities for quali .N
tiealth care in the county. He believes funding is |
basis fiir lorng-term stability. uwnnﬂanswﬁn@. !
trict, funds will be availabl
iwaﬁggﬁ BEEF

and benefits: He went on to:say, ?&Eﬂuﬁ%
Qqsan_gomgﬁﬁﬂsomgg He

knows that everyone wants “quility service: ﬂfd

inthe <ounty.

Eﬁi.ﬁpmﬁcﬂ&.r::uuﬂgagﬁaﬁg#ﬁ
%ms?gg ofhealih care

K:v,g:woacaéaﬂuaﬂman ﬂ_wnn&u
gsﬁobggmnﬁafoasgﬁg
ings on investigation ito TAD's !um.!n?_o&n.ﬂ
frand. He said, “We've not heard anything.” The

%gtﬂ-%
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pictures that can be added to the photos of
the city and arca they already have on the
film affice’s website,

"Strout described the Raton visit as "partly
educational, panly a fact-finding mission
forus." The educational part was Strout-and
her staff explaining fo city-and chamber offi-

‘cials, as well as representatives of several |-
local service organizations, what the filnr

office does and how it works. Its goal is to
attract filmmakers to shoot movies in New
Mexice. ¥,

And Raton has a lot of potential, Strout
said. 3

The city, she nioted, has buildings and oth-
er locations. that “represent different peri-
ods. qﬁna..n‘. and could also “double” as sites
clsewhere in paris of tie country, 95..:&@5
Midwest, . .

The Oct. 19 _GE. EnmEEmoﬁ at numer-
ous old buildings in town, as well as the
downlown-area overall, the schools, the
sponts fields, the power plant, the Shuler

Continued on page 3

2 documentary filmed in town

By Chanivy Hutro

The. Timas w__&un‘.&-:_

m_nbn_unnlb.qnn.oa Greg Bombeck,
‘afong with a film crew from PBS, were

filming,on Main Street in Trinidad early
Wednesday moming. Bombeek and crew
are working on‘a short non_.._.:n:nw.nv_

- series for PBS Plus on plein air artists.

.N_n_s air artists are painters of American
&nuwﬁ and American impression-

= ism, and the series focuses on their lives
and wotks :._.s high tech society explains

Bombeck.

The featured artist from Trinidad is
Frank Lalumia, who lives and has a stu-
dio just outside the city.

Filming on the series began in 2000

and has begn an ongoing project since
then, said Bombeck. He and: his crew

have filmed a number of artists on loca:
tion throughont the United States, includ-
ing three episodes of the show in Alaska,
Michigan, Cape Cod, Mass., and Taos,
N.M.

“We originally filmed Frank in Alaska
last year, butlocations-and other things
have changed- “said Bombeck.
He expects i on .ra _u_n:._ air doc-
umentary 1o be Wrapped up and delivered
10 PBS in February or March, with a fin-
ished product by early. fail

“After that it will be sent to 349 PBS
stations natiohwide; then it’s up to local
m%b:w:wm to pick up the: seres for air-
ing.”

A websile with 53-3&6: on the
series, the artists and: Bombeck can be
found ‘at www.pleinairamerica.com.

- e e -
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SpeciAL T0. TIMES INDEPENDENT

Acting District Attom ey Dave
Thontas announced this week that
the Third Judicial District Ator-
ney’s Office has received a
§75,000 grant from 12¢ State
Division of Criminal Justice to
esrablish a Juvenile Civersion
gmg_mn Trinidad.

for the citizens of. L.as Amimas
County o %oﬁ:n._n_.n commit-
ment to the youth o this county
and to reduce the incidence of
juvenile crime,’ * smd Taomas.

The geant is for the rext eight

mionths and will be usee to estab-
lish & juvenile diversior program
for first offenders and those com-

milting minor propety crimes,
Thomas said he will. work with
the schiools, Jaw enforcement, ser-
vice organizations and county
‘afficials fo'sefup & program that -
was appropriate for Las Animas
County and will provide altema-
tives for wﬁ:&g offenders.

from the DA’s office, the Senite
“This is @ wirific opoortunity

Bill 94 Juvemic Offender Ser-
vices Program Headed by Michiele
George Appel of Walsenburg, §
and the coanty SBE,wn—ozB.n )
Las Animas County, the overy
comitmient 1o the juvenile div
sion programis almbost $100:04
The ‘program m__aa_a be up 3
running within. the: next thy
months, Thomas said.

Voters must ask for
ambulance ballot

By Paua Museny.
Pubtisher, The Times et

If a person owns propeny with-
in the county or if they reside in
the ambulance district proposed
expansion boundaries, it will be
up tothe voter to-ask for 2 ballot
to vole on the proposed ambu-

regarding the “'If you own prop-
egty, you are entitled to vote on
this issue.” The ambulance dis-
trict got 2 list from the county
assessor's office of the people
who live in the district and should
have mailed them @ notice that
they weze eligiblé to vote on this
issue. “Other residents that in are

lance district expansion. in the county, il 4 part of their
Las Animas County Clerk and  ballot,” said Gonzales.
Recorder Bernard Gonaales said, Gonzales said he was unsure
“Ttfé actually up 1o the voter.” at the time as to how many
Gonzales said people within absentes requests he has received
the exp jaries and b he suid there are several
ﬂaun:w. ‘owners of the county issues in different districts that
should Bave been notified by the e to be voled on this election

._._._n_nun_ Ambulance District

Continued on page 3
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ection has come and gone and
in Las Animas County aii the faces wil] office
will stay the same.

County Jim Montoya, County Clerk and
Recorder Bernard G les, County T T
Anthony Abeyra, County Assessor Danigl
Espinoza, County Surveyor Gary L. Terry, and -

County Coroner Rob Bukovac all ran unop-  defeated Robert Roam 3598-97
1 appreciate the citizens of
in the city and county, for the

The only challenged race was that of Las vote of confidence giving m
Animas County sheriff. Incambent James Casias years,” Casias said. He said he was committed

Businesses honored

posed and will continue their Jobs for the next
four years,

with annual awards

Pavea Murpiy
Pulstishér, T Titnes

Two companies and one business-

woman who have been named this year's
i T, .

Ul it™ srrie e o

is county, both
ir support and money. He has not discussed much with his

PIONEER 8

—— _.SOHO_W —_—
427 A5 niddad B45-3100 "

B

4, Trinidad Times
= Television
™ G a.m. + Noon + 6. p.m.
Local cable channel 71
www.trinidadtimestv.com

TRINIDAD, LAS ANIMAS COUNTY, COLORADO 14 FRIDAY, N

to "maintain the standards™ his department has
put in place and he will “continue to move for-
ward to build upon my last four years,”

When asked if this would be his last term,
Casias said, “That I don't know. I told people
I'd be happy with two terms. [ don 't want any-
body to think that this job is mine. It belongs to
the people.” He said he will cross that bridge
when he comes to it in four years. “I think that
if there's a sufficient of people want me 10
. continue to be sheriff, I will look at it then.”
His néw plans for this term will depend upon

County incumbents .&_ > ambulance district expands

another four ;. sheriff and jail administrator, but “we
have some things we'd Jike to implement in

————— e ——

OVEMBER 10, 2006 |§

1

January,” but will wait for his moﬂsnag_.m

budget. {
The Trinidad Ambulance District's

naanﬁeagnmmmw




